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ARE THERE MORE INHABITED WORLDS 
THAN OUR GLOBE ? 

Of tbe origin and firsL formation of the sun and planets of our sys¬ 
tem there has been various hypotheses. That which comes nearest to 
natural appearances supposes, that the sun was formed out of the chao¬ 
tic elements, in a state of intense fusion, that, bavipg received a rotary 
motion from the Great First Mover, it shot forth masses of burning 
matter far into the regions of space; each of these masses formed by 
the law of gravitation an orb or planet, the molten matter of which 
ejected portions of itself that formed its satellites. The farthest from 
j Hie centre being composed of the lightest m aterials, as a vol can o ex 
i nlp3es tzs-sznol&e afcd -tfshes a! ftfTlmnxBnse Irelgtlt*' 

['weighty are~§eri! 7i~iTib>Ter tfisiaticirfro qr tho• eru t <rr , - Vkti'ZWBOfjri 
"strongly corroborated by the density of the planets, oach of which h 
! dense or ponderous, not in proportion to its magnitude, but to iti 
nearness to the centre. Thus compared with the weight of watei 
as unit, Mercury b nine times and a quarter heavier, and Saturn light 
er, than water. 

It has been proved to demonstration, that the earth must have ex* 
listed, thousands of years, a sterile rock of granite, before its surface 
produced vegetables and animals by the creative power of God; and 
that* these successively perished, and others of different genera suc¬ 
ceeded, and thus proceeded for many centuries before tbe creation ol 
man. Every day some new discoveries are made in the different stra- 
ta of the earth, establishing the truth of these facts. Among I he re¬ 
lics of innumerable auimals which no longer exist, no human skeleton 
has ever been found. 

Oar solar system consists of the sun, in the centre, (880,000 miles 
in diameter,) seven primary planets, and eighteen secondary satel¬ 
lites, all moving ronnd him. There have been also discovered be¬ 
tween the orbits of Mars and Jupiter, four others, bnt so small as to he 
seen only through the telescope. Besides these, there are belonging 
to the system, more than four hundred comets, which have been noted 
in the annals of astronomy. They move round the sun with incredi¬ 
ble sue iftnett, in orbits very eccentric, haviog the sun in one of the 
foci. Their bodies or nucleus appearto be not so solid as those of the 
planets; in some it seems quite vapoury, and they.have tails of many 
millions of miles in length, -not dissimilar to the Aurora Borealis, and 
through which the stars may be discerned. The periods and return! 
of those bodies have been attempted to be calculated, but it seems 
without success. Some are supposed to have fallen on the sun, otben 
to have lost'their way in the regions of illimitable space, and, per¬ 
haps,to be attracted by some larger body. Their uses have been va¬ 
riously assigned; the hypothesis that supposes them to form and dif¬ 
fuse the electric fluid through the planetary spaces has tbe greatest 
share of probability. 

It now remains to be examined, how far all, or any of these orbs art 
fitted for the support of animal or vegetable subsistence. 

It is natural to suppose, that the wonderful appearance of the celes¬ 
tial orbs, as seen through optic instruments, would give rise to new 
theories and opinions. The first speculation was that the moon, an- 
joying all the advantages of our earth, was as fitted for tbe habitation 
of animals and the growth of vegetables, .as its primary. Galileo, 
strongly persuaded oftbe great probability of it, made the first map ol 
tbe moon. It was adopted by most of tbe astronomers of his time, 
and they actually began to dispute .about the right of giving names of 
districts and seas, which they fancied they could discover on tbe disk 
of that satellite. Milton, with whom GaUleo appears to have been a 
favourite philosopher, alludes to his plausible supposition, though he 
did not believe it was founded in fact. “Tbe most probable,, says 
an excellent French proverb, “is not always tbe most true." 

There has been a great diversity of opinions on tbe subject. Many 
eminent astronomers and philosophers maintain, that nut only the 
moon, but the «un and planets are inhabited. Sir Isaac Newtoa, in- 
I deed, is wholly silent on the subject, but Dr- Herschel affirms wiib 
confidence that the body of that luminary fa cool enough for infcaU- 
tants to dwell there; that its luminous atmosphere is about &50Q milea 
from tbe surface of his orb, which fa occasionally seen through tbe 
breaches called spots, which fluctuate irregularly oo fas atmosphere. 
Huygens, an astronomer Wtd mathematician ol the first distinction, 
has published a work called “Cosmo theories" io which he peoples the 
moon and planet? with inhabitants precisely simfiar in body and mind 
to those of the earth. Bote little treatise published in France more 
; than a t^stry *go > u TontdfieUe's PhaaEtt to flfasto/' crhhft has 


enlarged, and visible over tbe edge. Thus It fa in our atmosphere. 
The sun and moorf descending from the eeuith, into tbiekerair, 
gradually assume a larger disk as they approach the horizon, when the 
fower segments appear swelled out in breadth, and when tbdr orb < 

[ have actually set, tbeic images will be represented for some minuter 
| in the honzou. Our atmosphere is also the conductor of beat as well 
as light, yet although it extends about fifty rm«es in height,*! onlrsfc 
miles above the surface it would not sustain life,oven in thetorrid *one. 
The sameoffect takes place in ascending in a balloon, whilst the ocean 
of moving cfauds u„d vapour hides from the aeronaut the surface oi 
tbe globe. Now to apply these (acts to the moon and pfancU. When 
seen from the earth m clear weather, they always appear serene end A 
cloudless. IVotmng is so deceptive as optical illusions: we believe wol 
see what we wish to sec, and there are mirages among tbe stars, as 
well osoo the earth. The solar rays are reflected from the cold face 
of the moon, but produce no warmth. On the obscuration of n 
planet or star by her broad disk, it causes no changes in the stars, not 
leaves a spectrum torn moment behind; the star immergeita an in¬ 
stant behind the moon; such also is the case with the satellites of Ju¬ 
piter, which arc objects or constant observation. Further, if Ujer© 
were seas In the moon, the attraction of the earth, being twelve times 
greater than hers, would^ inevitably deluge that portion of h*c globe 
nearest, tho earth, especially when in conjunction with the sun, it 
would cause spring tides. _ Now the moon being similar in substance 
to tbe earth, and moving in the same orbit, it is proved she fa without 
air or water, and cannot, therefore, support animals or vegetable'; 
still less could the other planets of the system, which, labouring under 
tbo same privations, occupy *ucb sites that no nnlmwl coaid exist m 
them, eveti if they could breathe. 

Mercury, the smallest and weightiest plonet of the system, must be 
vitrified or calcined from bis vicinity to the solar fire, if lib matter 
were le« eompact. To suppose inhabitants could exist there, one 
musl imagine them to be so many basaltic Memnons animated. Venu** 
is farther^ Removed, and is besides as large, or even larger than the 
earth. /Great expectations were raised that a sat ditto and atmosphere 
would be-demonstrated on her famous transit over tbe sun's disk m 
I7G0, butmeHhcr appeared. 

Those astronomers who support tbe hypothesis of planetary inhabi¬ 
tants, refer.to Venus and Mars, as tbe nearest to and most resembling 
the carth^ ffihe y preten d to see now on the polar regions of Mari^ami 

tiiu weat reijonlnr confttt»,ii«l£.. 

OFlhe’oature at lire® *mmeosc superior planet*, Jupiter, Saturn, 
and Herscbol.’witb tbcxnagni(ic<ot'accMB|ianuaent of statoUltee, bait,, 
anfl ring,', iveknowalmost nothing; their distance from tbe no. t*»o 
great, that bo matt appear bat a bright jtar to them; hi* light b, how¬ 
ever, strong enough to be reflected, bat hi*lieat would tie icandypcr- 
ceplible even'in Jupiter. Tbey are formed of light matter; for tho 
oro of Jupitequ but a little heav ier, and thoie of tbe other* are lighter 
than water. , 

" They are, possibly, bollojv oblate spheroids. The eoermoa* orb of 
Jupiter, more then 80,000 miles in diameter, whirl* round hi* axis m 
less than ten hours. What rapid motalums must bis sky exhibit iu 
bis day and night of five hours eaeb! The sun, start, and’planet:, 
flying acroas the celestial arcb.—rhe and set in qnick succession,— 
whilst tm four moons appear, sometimes single, so mutinies altogether,— 
eclipsing the sun and each other. .His year is equal to twelve of our.. 
and hi, season is invariable. Supposing the rolelion of 8alurn (for it 
bos not been ascertained^ be equally sapid, it may account for the for 
■nation of bis ring, in consequence of ilia prevalence of the centri¬ 
fugal form of bis equatorial''parts, urbicli detached (be matter of which 
it recomposed from the body of the planet. It must he evident that 
no animal could live in them. 

And what then is this grand display—tbe work of an all-whe ar-i 
omnipotent God intended for 1 That must roouio among bis secret, 
purposes, until, in hi, wisdom and goodness, be may please to reve-it 
them. The world is still young, and eternity a long day. These glc 
rious orbs may be novr is preparation for inhabitant*; the earth re¬ 
volved round tbe sun many ages without any, 

. In taking a final survey of tbesolar system, it is strikingly evident 
that no situation could be so happily choMtt, as that which is occupied 

by” ' " ' ’ ' " ‘ ' " 


by the orbit of tbe earth; midway between the orbit*, of Mars'and 
Venus.. Had.il bean somewhat nearer the first, Pie frost and enow of 


the pole* would spread over tbe temperate zone* and compel tbe in¬ 
habitants to occupy solely Ihetorrid zone. Ontbe cShar band.if moved 
a little towards Venus, tbo boat would be so great, that tbe tropical 
regions must become an arid and burning desert, as they were snppo: - 
ed to be by the ancients. 


Our little globe, Iberefore.nppear* to be highly favoured: and wbrr. 
•e oomemplate tbo glorious sun in all his splendour, and the serene, 


majfesticmoon,“walking in brightness,” and the mingled radiance 
of tbe stars, and tbe varied charms, of.our own lovely planet, whet 
heart so insensible *s not to feel the profoundcst gratitude to (be Gres'. 
Giver of all these gifts T— Aemltt. 
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